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SAMUEL CLEMENS 
olores Reed’s height (5’9”), cur- 
vaceous build, and striking fa- 
cial beauty made her unique in 
Hollywood. She wasn’t trained, 
but possessed a natural acting 
ability. Dolores was hardworking, deter- 
mined, and independent. In an era when 


most women relied on their husbands, she | 


supported herself while raising two daugh- 


ters. Everyone who knew her described her 


as kind, unassuming, and personable. 

Dolores Jane Mickles was born on Oc- 
tober 11, 1932, in Detroit. Her father aban- 
doned the family shortly thereafter, and her 
mother later remarried. For Dolores, it was 
an unconventional upbringing, as she was 
often under the care of aunts, uncles, and 
cousins. She spent a lot of her childhood 
assuming the dual roles of daughter and 
protégé; her mother Rhoma (born Rebecca) 
was a wannabe who unsuccessfully sought 
an acting career. Thus, Rhoma tried to live 
alife of fame through Dolores. Fortunately, 
Dolores had important qualities that sur- 
passed her mother’s, especially her statu- 
esque build, talent, and charisma. 

Rhoma uprooted the family and moved to 
Hollywood in pursuit of her dream. Dolores 
attended Hollywood High School, where 
she fell in love with classmate Philip Hoff- 
man. They wed shortly after their gradua- 
tion, and had their first child, Dana Kristine 
Hoffman, on September 16, 1950. Rhoma 
offered to care for Dana so that Dolores 
could pursue a modeling career and have 
more freedom to audition. Dolores ap- 
peared in various magazines, often posing 
in lingerie and swimsuits, Dana recalls,that 


Hollywood’s Tawny Amazon was the 
independent type, and surprisingly popular 
with women. “She knew how to work, support 
herself, and care for me,” her daughter said. 


Dolores was a great mother who balanced 
motherhood with her career as a model. 
Dana: “My mother was beautiful, but alot 
of her fans don’t understand that she was 
independent and hardworking, too. She 
knew how to work, support herself, and care 
for me. After a photoshoot, she would come 
home dressed very appropriately. She would 
be in parent mode. She could do so much 
more than pose nude. She was a self-taught 
seamstress. She could knit like a spider. She 
loved to paint. She was a good dancer, too.” 
Although Dolores continued modeling to 
satisfy her mother, she wanted to domore.. 


. 
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Dolores, posing as a jungle siren. 


In Los Angeles, she enrolled in college while 
still posing for pinups to meet her expenses. 
She was an outstanding student who im- 
pressed her teachers and classmates. A lot 
of the courses she took were related to the 
law. She had hopes of being a lawyer if an 
acting career didn’t work out. 

Dolores divorced her Philip, but they still 
maintained a good friendship while con- 
tinuing to raise Dana. On July 31, 1953, she 
married Larry Eugene Reed, a mechanic 
and self-described cowboy. However, 
her husband was opposed to her having a 
career, and they divorced in March 1955. 


Dolores surprised a lot of people by rep- 
resenting herself in court in lieu of hiring 
an attorney. She refused alimony as well. 

It’s argued that the best thing to happen 
from that marriage was Dolores using the 
surname Reed. Agents believed that Reed 
looked better in credits than Miekles and 
would help boost her career. In 1956, she 
became a sought-after model, posing for 
periodicals like Breezy, and Adam. She did 
a well-publicized photoshoot with pho- 
tographer Earl Leaf, and the photographs 
would be published in magazines for almost 
a decade. mi 
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liranda, the sultry lion tamer, who tempts Vince Edwards. 


Although Dolores wasn’t a trained actress, 
she knew how to survive in Hollywood. Sim- 
ilar to many actresses, she attended parties, 
did interviews, and dated influential—and 
significantly older—men in the hopes of 
launching a career onscreen. She did the 
latter a lot after divorcing Larry. The men 
she dated included Jim Haskins, Tommy 
Manville, Hugh O’Brian, and George Ber- 
nard Kealey. The latter association ended in 
arrest after police officers found marijuana 
in their car. George would later say, “I was 
giving her aride home from the drive-in. I’m 
thankful that she wasn’t charged. She was 
such a kind girl.” 

Her most high-profile relationship was 
with character actor Hugo Haas, who be- 
came a director in the 1950s. They dated 
steadily for two years before he cast her in 
Hit and Run (1957) starring Cleo Moore, 


», Haas, and Vince Edwards. Dolores was 
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Victor as Dr. Puna in Invasion of the Star Creatures 


hailed as a “tall, tawny-haired Amazon 


type” by columnist Dick Edwards,-who 
praised her performance as Miranda the 
lion tamer. 

Modern Man magazine did a profile on 
her, labeling her as “Hollywood’s New Jane 
Russell.” She was cast in MGM’s Party Girl 
(1958) starring Robert Taylor and Cyd Cha- 
risse, where she played one of the spectators 
admiring Cyd’s dancing. 

She dyed her hair red, which became her 
trademark. In 1958, Dolores became a fa- 
miliar face on television when she was cast 
in Anybody Can Play, a quiz show starring 
George Fenneman wherein four contestants 
try to answer questions on a variety of sub- 
jects, with the contestant with the most 
points winning cash or prizes. 

Although this was the height of her career, 
she began to face a lot of obstacles, including 


_ producers in Hollywood trying to take ad- 


vantage of her. Worst of all, she became ad- 
dicted to heroin and had to temporarily stop 
acting. During recovery from her addiction, 
she continued to appear in magazines like 
Scamp, Glance, and Frolic where she was 
crowned Miss 1959, a title similar to Play- 
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Those who knew her thought of her as kind, 
unassuming and personable, and in the 1950s 
she became a popular glamour model. 


mate of the Year. However, during this time 
she met Boyce Leon Mosco, another addict. 
They married in 1960, and she gave birth 
to their daughter, Melody Mickles Mosco, 
on May 15, 1961. Melody remembered her 
mother’s struggles with drugs. 

Melody: “We’llnever know what the truth 
was behind that marriage. My mother’s 
family says that Boyce got her addicted, 
while my father’s family says that Dolores 
got him addicted. I do know that they loved 
each other, which is why my father never 
married after she died. Ihave vague memo- 
ries of my mother holding me as a toddler. 
I do remember that she did everything she 
could to get clean. These two lovely ladies 
from church, Carol and Bea, would often 
visit the house and help her. I didn’t find out 
about her relapse until years after her death, 
as my grandparents told me that she died in 
an auto accident.” 


George Fenneman and Dolores Reed in a 
Play (1958). 


After Dolores quit heroin, she graced the 
cover of Modern Man in what was said to 
be their best-selling issue. It solidified her 
status as a sex symbol, and the cover has 
become iconic. She then headed the cast of 
Invasion of the Star Creatures (1962), aco- 
medic sci-fi movie, alongside Gloria Victor 
(once known as Joanne Arnold), Bob Ball, 
and Frankie Ray. It was the largest role of 
her career but reviewers panned the movie. 
Her performance is considered one of the 
film’s redeeming qualities. 

She was hired as a last-minute replace- 
ment dancer in Little Me, a stage production 
starring Sid Caesar that had a successful 
Tun on Broadway a year prior in 1962. She 
returned to Hollywood, but, sadly, her ca- 
reer stalled again due toa relapse of her ad- 
diction. She was hired as a showgirl at the 
Dunes Hotel in Las Vegas, while continuing 
to raise her daughters. 
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publicity photo for the TV quiz show Anybody Can 
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On August 3, 1963, Dolores, her hus- 
band and cohorts allegedly were caught 
up in the attempted robbery of an armored 
truck. After the robbery failed, an anxiety- 
riddled Dolores fled and returned home. 
Fearing arrest, she became stressed out and 
used heroin. When her husband returned 
home, he supposedly gave her more heroin 
because he was unaware that she already 
had some. On August'4, 1963, the thirty- 
year-old Dolores Reed died of an overdose, 
one year to the day after the tragic death 
of Marilyn Monroe. Her husband, without 
getting a chance to grieve, was taken into 
custody the following day and would spend 
several years in prison. 

Dolores was interred at Roosevelt Me- 
morial Park on August 9, 1963. She had so 
much talent to give, but left us too soon. She 
will forever be missed by her family, friends, 
and fans. 


Dolores was called 
“Hollywood’s New Jane 
Russell” because of their 
striking resemblance. 


